
News&Events
A newsletter for the Department of Pharmacology & Toxicology at Michigan State University

In this issue:
Spring 2008
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Brief interviews with Aaron Fullerton and Heather Jensen

PSM Industry Advisory Board visits MSU campus

Welcome: new semester, new faces at Pharm/Tox
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CHAIR’S CORNER

Spring can’t be too far away, can it? Time 
has passed quickly since our November 
Newsletter, and the Department has taken 

three major steps forward in its evolution. 

The MSU In Vivo Pharmacology Center has been 
launched with Marc Bailie, Teresa Krieger-Burke, 
and Sarah Marsh joining the Department. We 
welcome them and look forward to the changes 
and opportunities that they will bring. They 
are busily working to set up their laboratory. 
Marc and Teresa are also making contacts and 
pursuing opportunities to work with large and 
small companies in drug safety assessment. 

The other step forward that we took was 
designation of our Online Masters of Science 
program as a Professional Science Masters 
in Integrative Pharmacology from the Council 
of Graduate Schools. At the same time, we 
admitted our first class of 10 students. While 
five of the students are from Michigan, the 
remaining students hail from Connecticut, 
California, Washington, D.C., and New York.

They are presently enrolled with other MSU Life-
Long Learners in online courses in Principles of 
Drug-Tissue Interactions, Leadership and Team 
Management, and Gastrointestinal and Liver 
Pharmacology and Toxicology.

In the last six months, we have had nearly 200 
inquiries about the courses and the program.

Finally, we have completed 
the restructuring of the 
central office. We now 
have three work groups in 
the office – Administrative, 
Accounting, and 
Academic. Marni Goodwin, 
whom we welcome to 
the Department, will 
serve as my assistant for 
administrative functions. 
Pam Hathaway and Linda Mix will handle accounting 
activities. 

Candace Winslow, Diane Hummel and Lindsey 
LaTour, who are located in LS B405, are the 
academic team working with all students and 
coordinating with course instructors.

Spring brings a number of activities to the 
Department. Recruiting weekend for the Ph.D. 
Program is February 14-16 so get ready to meet 
and welcome the applicants as they come through 
to interview. 

The Society of Toxicology and Experimental Biology 
meetings are coming upon us quickly. This spring 
we will be able to look at life anew by initiating 
our Departmental Review, mandated by Academic 
Governance, that will let us take a close look at 
ourselves and develop our plan for the future.
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Marni Goodwin joins Pharm/Tox staff
In early January, Pharmacology & Toxicology welcomed Marni Goodwin 
as an Executive Secretary. 

Marni will be the liaison for the Department chair in external and internal 
organizations. She will also facilitate faculty interaction/coordination, 
and is responsible for administrative functions. 

If you haven’t already, please stop by her office in B440 Life Sciences 
and introduce yourself. Welcome aboard, Marni!

With the In Vivo Pharmacology 
Center in full swing, the 
Department is welcoming Dr. 
Marc Bailie, Dr. Teresa Krieger-
Burke, and Sarah Marsh. 

Prior to moving into his role 
as the Director of the Center, 
Dr. Bailie spent 11 years at 
Parke-Davis/Pfizer, developing 
and directing the Safety 
Pharmacology Group within 
Drug Safety Research and 
Development. He has extensive 
experience in a broad array of 
models for the evaluation of 
pharmacologic and toxicologic 
activity of compounds.

Dr. Krieger-Burke currently serves as the Associate Director of the Center. She has extensive drug 
development experience, having worked in Drug Safety at Parke-Davis/Pfizer for over six years. Her areas of 
expertise include general toxicology, reproductive toxicology, and safety pharmacology. 

Sarah Marsh currently serves as the Laboratory Manager of the Center. A graduate of Michigan State 
University with a bachelor of science degree in veterinary technology, she has worked at the MSU teaching 
hospital in the Intensive Care Unit, Anesthesia, and Orthopedics Departments. In 2004 she joined the Drug 
Safety Department at Pfizer.  

In Vivo Pharm Center

Teresa Krieger-Burke, Sarah Marsh, and Marc Bailie
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Join Pharm/Tox Team and Race for the Cure April 27!

Save the date: Sunday, April 27, 2008

Who: The Department of Pharmacology & Toxicology, friends 

and family

What: Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure 5K  race/run/walk

Where: Downtown Lansing

Why: Many in the department individually participate in the 

Race for the Cure. This year, members of the Department of 

Pharmacology & Toxicology will participate in the Race for the Cure as a team.

More information on how to pre-register for Pharm/Tox’s team will be provided closer to race day. 
Please join us in this community outreach opportunity and help support this concerted national effort 
to improve women’s health. Please Save the Date and Join the Fun!

Help support the Greater Lansing Food Bank
Due to its recent success, we would like to continue the collection for the food bank. The items that are donated 
go to directly assisting those within our community. Moreover, this time we would also like to put out a special 
call for toiletry items. The food bank expressed these items are especially needed. 

One simple way to collect these items is to take the unused toiletry items that you are given when staying at 
hotels.  Food, diapers, and other non-perishable items will also be accepted. Items will be delivered to the 
food bank on April 18, 2008. A box will be placed in B442 Life Science Building. So when you stay at a 
hotel (EB, SOT, meetings and/or family events) pick up the unused toiletry items, and/or when going to the store 
pick up an extra box of spaghetti or can of soup for the donation box. Let’s see if we can top our last donation!

A huge THANK YOU to everyone for all of the wonderful donations provided for the Marine Toys for 
Tots and Greater Lansing Food Bank. EIGHT boxes were completely filled with food and non-perishable 
items for the Greater Lansing Food Bank. In addition, the equivalent amount in toys were collected for 
the Marine Toys for Tots program. 

This was the most successful collection to date!  

Colleen Hegg, Anne Dorrance, and Carrie Northcott

FOOD BANK COLLECTION
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SEMINARS & MEETINGS

UPCOMING MEETINGS FOR 2008

Experimental Biology 2008
April 5 - 9, 2008
San Diego, California

Annual Meeting for the       
Society of Toxicology
March 16 –20, 2008
Washington State Convention and 
Trade Center
Seattle, Washington

High Blood Pressure Research 
and Kidney Conference
Sept. 17-20, 2008
Omni Hotel at CNN Center 
Atlanta, Georgia

Society for Neuroscience
Nov. 15-19, 2008
Washington, D.C.

Society of Toxicologic Pathology 
June 22-26, 2008
Hyatt Regency 
San Francisco, California

Recruitment Weekend is Feb. 14-17
The Department is hosting the annual graduate doctoral program 
recruitment weekend Feb. 14-17, 2008. Qualified selected 
student applicants have been invited to visit the campus, meet 
faculty, and tour the Department’s facilities. Prospective students 
are also invited to attend faculty presentations and social events 
over the course of the weekend. 

Students to present seminars 
Priya Raman will present a Thesis Proposal Seminar Feb. 6 
at noon in B448 Life Sciences. The title of the seminar is: 
“Suppression of Interleukin-2 Secretion By a Cyclooxygenase-2 
Metabolite of 2-Arachidonyl Glycerol Involves the Activation of 
Peroxisome Proliferator Activated Receptor Gamma.”

Andrew King will present a Dissertation Seminar Feb. 13 
at noon in B448 Life Sciences. The title is: “Neurogenic 
Mechanisms of Salt-Sensitive Hypertension.” 

MSU Pharm/Tox gatherings 
at upcoming meetings
Please join your colleagues and friends at the Michigan 
State University Pharmacology & Toxicology Mixer at the 
Experimental Biology Meeting. The event will be held April 5 
from 7-11 p.m. at the Marriott Suite in the San Diego Marriott 
Hotel & Marina, 25th Floor, South Tower.  For more information, 
contact Stephanie Watts (wattss@msu.edu), JR Haywood 
(haywoo12@msu.edu), or Greg Fink (finkg@msu.edu). 

A reception for MSU colleagues and friends will also be held during 
the Annual Meeting for the Society of Toxicology on Tuesday, 
March 18 from 9 - 11 p.m. in the Wallingford Room at the 
Sheraton Seattle Hotel and Towers. Contact Dr. Norbert Kaminski 
(kamins11@msu.edu) for more information. 
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APS Awards

Two Pharmacology & Toxicology faculty members will be honored 

by the American Physiological Society (APS) at the Experimental 

Biology meeting April 5-9, 2008 in San Diego, California.

Dr. Stephanie Watts is the 2008 American Physiological Society’s 

(APS) Bowditch Award winner. The Bowditch Lectureship is awarded 

to a regular member, under 42 years of age, for original and 

outstanding accomplishments in the field of physiology. Selected 

by the APS President, the recipient presents a lecture at the 

Experimental Biology meeting, which is considered for publication in 

the Society journal of their choosing. 

Dr. Colleen Cosgrove Hegg is the 2008 APS Shih-Chun Wang 

Young Investigator Award recipient. The Shih-Chun Wang Memorial 

Fund was established in 1998 in memory of Shih-Chun Wang, the 

Pfeiffer Professor of Pharmacology at Columbia University and a 

long-standing APS member. Wang was internationally recognized 

for his research contributions in the areas of neurophysiology 

and neuropharmacology with an emphasis on brain stem control 

mechanisms. The Shih-Chun Wang Young Investigator Award is given 

annually to an individual demonstrating outstanding promise based 

on his/her research program in the physiological sciences. 

Congratulations to Dr. Watts and Dr. Hegg

Faculty members honored by the American Physiological Society 

Watts

Hegg

* Award descriptions courtesy of the APS web site, www.the-aps.org.
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Meet our Students
I’m hoping to spotlight students and faculty in each upcoming newsletter. Aaron Fullerton (PhD 
Pharmacology & Toxicology student) and Heather Jensen (Online Professional Science Masters (PSM) 
Integrative Pharmacology student) were both kind enough to be the first individuals featured. Many thanks 
to the both of them for participating. If you have ideas for the next student/faculty spotlights, e-mail me at 
latourli@msu.edu. 

-Lindsey LaTour, Editor

LL: What is the focus of your research?

AF: My research currently involves the investigation of how exposure of TCDD to aryl 

hydrocarbon receptor ligands can lead to hepatic toxicity, specifically, the mechanism through 

which a sub-toxic dose of TCDD can interact in a synergistic manner with a subsequent 

inflammatory response initiated by administration of LPS to result in liver injury.  I have been 

working to determine the mechanisms through which TCDD is able to interact with the signal 

transduction pathways utilized by LPS to modulate the production and release of inflammatory 

cytokines, alter immune cell activity, and affect other biological responses commonly associated with inflammation.

LL: Working and studying probably keep you rather busy, but what do you like to do in your spare time? 

AF: I spend a good deal of my spare time with other students in the Pharmacology/Toxicology program. Most of the 

graduate students are pretty close friends and we have students ranging from their first year in graduate school to 

those who are graduating or thinking about defending their thesis, who all get together on a pretty regular basis to 

do everything from concerts and baseball games to a Wednesday night bowling league. 

LL: What are your career goals/plans after graduating from the program? 

AF: I am planning on moving out of Michigan and pursuing a job in either industry or government. I haven’t narrowed 

it down any more than that. I’ve still got a few years to worry about figuring that stuff out. 

Aaron Fullerton
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Aaron Fullerton
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Meet our Students

LL: Online courses allow students to “attend” class from anywhere in the world. Where are you located 
and where do you typically log on to your courses?

HJ: I’m currently located in Groton, CT, where I am employed at Pfizer. (We’ve only been here since last June!) I 

usually log on at home in the evening, once my daughter goes to bed.

LL: Working and studying probably keep you rather 
busy, but what do you like to do in your spare time? 

HJ:  I have two hobbies that I like to pursue. One is I really 

enjoy  taking photographs with my digital camera and the 

other is I love to scrapbook those photos. (Even though I 

don’t often get a chance to scrapbook).

LL: What are your career plans/goals for after the 
PSM program? 

HJ: I want to continue to work in industry. I really enjoy 

what I do. 

LL: Is there anything else you’d like to tell us about yourself?

HJ: I’m the primary caregiver to my almost two-year-old daughter, Zorianna. We have one pet, a cat (Yuna).  I’m very 

grateful to have the opportunity to be a part of this program. I most likely would not be able to attend traditional 

classes. If the coursework was not online, I would not have the ability to pursue a masters degree.
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Heather Jensen, a student in the online PSM program, is pictured 
with her two-year-old daughter, Zorianna. 

Heather Jensen
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Schneider defends dissertation
Dina Schneider successfully defended her dissertation 
on Jan. 4, 2008.

Her dissertation is entitled “The Role of Pax5, Blimp-1 
and AP-1 in the Suppression of B Cell Differentiation by 
TCDD.” 

The defense was hosted by Dr. Norbert Kaminski, 
Center for Integrative Toxicology. 

Congratulations, Dina!
Dina Schneider is pictured in the Pharm/Tox library after her defense.

Advisory Board meets at MSU
The Online Professional Science Masters Industry Advisory 
Board met January 10-11, 2008. 

Board members came to the East Lansing campus to 
provide recommendations and an industry perspective 
for the PHM 832 Applied Labs Course and PHM 895 
Independent Research Projects. 

Board members also explored ideas for a new online 
Safety Pharmacology course and the possibility of 
advanced certificates.

The Board is comprised of: Bryan Cox (Abbott Labs), 
Stephen Humphrey (Pharm Optima), Lewis Kinter 
(AstraZeneca), David Pegg (Michigan Technology 
& Research Institute) and Christine Schnackenberg 
(GlaxoSmithKline).

Pictured are Industry Advisory Board members Christine 
Schnackenberg, Bryan Cox, and Lewis Kinter. Not pictured: 
Stephen Humphrey and David Pegg.

PSM Advisory Board
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ACADEMICS

Faculty members to be published in upcoming textbook

Drs. Norbert Kaminski, Barb Kaplan, and Michael Holsapple are the authors of a chapter 
in the forthcoming seventh edition of Casarett & Doull’s Toxicology.  

The chapter -- number 12 in the edited collection -- is titled “Toxic Responses of the Immune 
System.” The textbook will be available in November 2008.

If you have been to the Central 
Administrative Office in B440 Life Sciences, 
you’ve probably noticed that there have 
been a few changes lately. Diane Hummel 
has moved to the newly painted B405 Life 
Sciences (across from Dr. Alex Chen’s lab).

Anyone with questions about enrollment, 
graduation requirements, or the copying of 
course materials should contact Diane at   
353-9619. 

All other financial issues, including grant 
accounting, personnel matters, payroll, 
appointment forms, building access, and 
equipment inventory should be directed to 
Pam Hathaway and/or Linda Mix, in B440 
Life Sciences. 

Toxicology Text

Diane Hummel, Lindsey LaTour and Candace Winslow are in B405 Life 
Sciences. All academic matters are handled in their office.

All academic matters now handled in B405 Life Sciences
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RESEARCH

GRANTS*

* Courtesy of Research News published by the Office of the Vice President for Research and Graduate Studies.

The following grants were recieved August 31 to November 21, 2007

Chen, Alex F Y; Pharmacology & Toxicology CHM; $25,000; Endothelial Progenitor Cell Therapy on Wound 
Healing in Type I Diabetic Mice; Amer Diabetes Association

Dorrance, Anne McLaren; Pharmacology & Toxicology COM; $100,000; The Effect of Aldosterone on Cerebral 
Blood Vessels; NIH/PHS

Galligan, James; Pharmacology & Toxicology CHM; $26,000; The Expression and Properties of TRPV1 in 
Normal and Hypertensive Rats; Amer Heart Association

Goudreau, John L; Neurology & Ophthalmology COM; $14,627; A Multicenter, Double-Blind, Randomized Start, 
Placebo-Controlled, Parallel-Group Study to Assess Rasagiline as a; Teva Neuroscience Inc.

Jackson, William F; Pharmacology & Toxicology COM; $126,935; Microcirculation in Aging Skeletal Muscle; 
NIH/PHS

Northcott, Carrie Analice; Pharmacology & Toxicology COM; Haywood II, Joseph R; $86,437; Paraventricular 
Nucleus Signaling Mechanisms in Hypertension; NIH/PHS

Watts, Stephanie W; Pharmacology & Toxicology COM; $26,000; Vascular Reactive Oxygen Species 
Metabolism and Its Influence on Venomotor Tone and Hypertension; Amer Heart Association

Watts, Stephanie W; Pharmacology & Toxicology COM; Linder, Aurea Elizabeth; $52,992; A Serotonergic 
System in Veins: Physiology, Pharmacology and Function; Amer Heart Association

Watts, Stephanie W; Pharmacology & Toxicology COM; $5,000; Unrestricted Grant / Gift to Stephanie Watts; 
Neurogen Corporation

Watts, Stephanie W; Pharmacology & Toxicology COM; $3,000; Testing of NDT6223187, NDT6064511; 
Neurogen Corporation
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